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They are unable to see the deep spirituality of much that is spiritual. The term Latitudmians is now generally applied to them.
LUTHERANS. A Protestant Sect which interprets the Scriptures according to a tradition which can be traced up to Martin Luther, the German Reformer.
MANICHEES, or MANICHEANS (Manich&i). A sect of ancient heretics, who asserted a good and evil principle of equal and independent power; so called from their author Manes, or Manichteus, a Persian by nation, and educated among the Magi, being himself one of that number before he embraced Christianity.
This heresy had its first rise about the year 277, and spread itself principally in Arabia, Egypt, and Africa. St. Epiphanius, who treats of it a.t large, observes that the true name of this heresiarch was Cubricus; and that he changed it. for Manes, which in the Persian or Babylonish language signifies vessel. A,rich widow, whose servant he had been, dying without issue, left him stores of wealth; after which he assumed the title of the Apostle or Envoy of JESUS CHRIST.
MARTINMAS. A Festival formerly kept on the llth of November, in honour of St. Martin, Bishop of Tours,, in France, who, after distinguishing himself by destroying the heathen altars and images remaining in his day, died in the year 400, having been Bishop about twenty-six years.
MARTYR, is one who lays down his life or suffers death for the sake of religion. The word is Greek, and properly signifies a " witness." It is applied, by way of eminence, to those who suffer in witness of the truth of the Gospel.
The Christian Church has abounded with Martyrs, and history is filled with surprising accounts of their singular constancy and fortitude under the most cruel torments human nature was - capable of suffering. The primitive Christians were accused by their enemies of paying a sort of Divine worship to Martyrs. Of this we have an instance in the answer of the Church of Smyrna to the suggestion of the Jews, who, at the martyrdom of Poly carp, desired the Heathen judge not to suffer the Christians to' carry off his body, lest they should leave- their crucified MASTER, and worship him in His steacl,